
 
 
 
 
Tournament Director's Briefing Notes for Team Managers 
 
 
 
1. WELCOME 

Welcome to the MAY 2016 annual Army Inter Corps hockey tournament.   
I look forward to working with you and us all having an enjoyable and successful tournament. 
 
Since it will not be convenient for all teams and their managers to be at the ground for a pre-
tournament Briefing meeting I am sending these Briefing Notes in advance to all Managers and ask 
that they study these notes carefully. 
 
Team Managers are asked to report to me immediately on their arrival at the ground on the day 
of their first match and to present me with an up-to-date team sheet (preferably in electronic 
form) showing the players (up to 18 in number) and any officials on the prescribed team sheet. 

 
2. REGULATIONS 
   
    The AHA follow NGB rules and regulations. All other information is in the Admin Instruction 

sent out.  
  
3. TIMETABLE 

The start times must be adhered to. Teams will NOT be allowed into the pitch area until the 
previous match has ended. In fairness to incoming teams, who will want to deposit their kit and 
then try to get some warm-up/practice time on the pitch, please vacate your benches and the 
pitch area as quickly as possible at the end of a match.   
 
Team Managers should please report to the table TEN minutes before the start of their match.   

 
4. MANAGERS 

• Shall, 10 minutes before the start of each match please advise the technical official (TO) on 
duty for a team sheet of the 16 players who will participate in that match (with the GK and 
captain indicated). If there is an injury in the warm-up then you may change your nominated 
16 up to 5 minutes before the scheduled start of the match. 

• Are asked to collect all players’ spare hockey sticks on the bench so that they can be checked 
while the players are warming up. 

• Must sit at the end of the bench nearer the Technical Table. The team bench is only available 
for those listed on the entry form to include manager, coach, physiotherapist, and up to five 
substitutes – i.e. maximum eight people. They may be joined by a qualified Doctor if he is 
nominated on the team sheet. 

• Are responsible for good conduct on the bench. Vocal communication by team officials and 
players must not be directed at the umpires or the opposing team. Team officials and 
substitutes should remain seated on the bench during regulation time, except for the need 
for warm-up, warm down or medical treatment.     

 
5. HALFTIME 

Half-time will be three minutes. Players may not leave the pitch area (at half-time or at any time 
during the match) without the permission of the technical official in charge.     
 

6. PLAYERS 
• Please contact me if there are any questions on eligibility.     
• Each team is restricted to the 18 players whose names appear on the team sheet for the 

whole tournament. The team sheet must be handed to me on arrival at the ground 
(preferably in electronic form) on the day of your first fixture (subject to any last minute 
injury problems). 

• Players must wear the shirt numbers shown on the team sheet submitted (and in the 



 
 

programme). This applies whether they are wearing their first strip or their change strip.     
 
 
7. DRESS 

Players should be correctly dressed for this prestigious tournament. That means shirts tucked in, 
socks pulled up and any T-shirts or under-shorts of the SAME colour as the uniform garment 
under which they are worn, e.g. WHITE only undershorts under white playing shorts. 
 
GK's must wear a shirt of a different colour to BOTH teams.  

 
8. SUBSTITUTIONS 

Substitutes must enter the pitch within three metres (maximum) of the centre line PLEASE.   
 

9. INJURIES 
The physio (or Doctor) or, if there is none, the team manager, but NEVER the coach, may enter 
the pitch when called on by the umpire to check on an injured player.   
 
If a player is bleeding (even a bleeding finger) then he must immediately be brought of the field to 
have his wound dressed, before returning to play. 
 
Medical provision will be called to the site in case of serious injury. 

 
10. DRINKS 

Water bottles are NOT allowed on the pitch, but players may leave the pitch to take a drink and 
may then return to the pitch without needing the umpire's permission.  Common sense is 
important.   

 
11. STICK CHECKS 

Stick checks may be conducted at the beginning of each day. This will be at the discretion of the 
officials on duty.  

 
12. BALLS 

The balls for the match will be supplied by the first named team.   Balls for the semi-finals and 
finals will be provided by the Army Hockey Association  

  
13. DISCIPLINE 

The EH Disciplinary Code applies.  Any red carded player must remove him/herself from the 
pitch area immediately. They are excluded for the remainder of the tournament. They may not 
sit on the team bench.   
 
Temporarily suspended (yellow carded) players will be seated at the side of the Technical Table. 
The length of suspension on the yellow card is entirely in the hands of the umpire. While the 
player is suspended they are expected to remain quiet. They are not allowed the privileges of 
players on the team bench, e.g. coaching or encouraging their own team.   
 
The TD has power to suspend. The Match Officials (MO’s) will provide details of all yellow 
cards for my consideration. Two or more yellow cards for the same player during the 
tournament may lead to suspension. 

 
14. SIGNING THE MATCH SHEET 

 At the end of the match the Team Managers must sign the Match Sheet first and then the two 
umpires followed by the Match Official. The Team Managers do so to confirm that all that 
information which has been entered on the sheet is correct. PLEASE CHECK IT very 
CAREFULLY. (Score, goal scorers and cards awarded and to whom)  Corrections may only be 
made prior to signing.       

 
15. PROTESTS 

 Any protest must be submitted to me in writing within 10 minutes of the end of the match. If 
you are intending to protest then the manager must so indicate on the match sheet when 



 
 

signing. Protests out of time will not be accepted. No protest can be accepted relating to an 
individual umpiring decision 

 
16. TEAM COLOURS 

 I hope to send you a draft colour schedule, particularly for shirts.  Please note that any changes 
to that schedule must be agreed with me. It is not acceptable to simply agree changes with the 
opposition manager. There are others who are affected by such changes including umpires.  In 
the event of a colour clash, it is normally the second named team that will change.  

 
17. SUMMARY  
 My function and that of my colleagues is to ensure that you all enjoy a fair tournament. 
 

The rules are not there for our benefit but to ensure that one team does not behave in such a 
way as too disadvantage or be unfair to another team. 
 
We hope you enjoy the tournament 

 
 
 
CHRIS  TODD    {Lt. Col.}   
Tournament Director 
01-05-16  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


